
 

From the Principal’s Desk 

   

 

1 Sport’s Day Grades K-1 

2 Sport’s Day Grades 2-3 

3 Sport’s Day 4-5 

3 Room Parent Recognition 

& Kona Ice 3:45 PM 

7 Recorder Concert 9:10AM 

7 PTA Meeting  6:00-7:00 

PM 

15 Peacemaker House Party 

15 3-Hour Dismissal 

16 Grade 5 Farewell 9:15 AM 

16 3-Hour Early Dismissal 

16 Last Day of School 

   

June 2022 

 Rodgers Forge Chronicles 
RFES empowers all students to be lifelong learners who are committed to academic     

excellence and global citizenships. 

Dear Rodgers Forge Families,  

How can it be June already??  It is difficult to believe that another school year is ending and 

given the ups and downs of COVID, we managed to stay in-person all year!   

In light of the recent tragedy at Robb Elementary in Texas, we are putting a pause on outdoor 

lunch. This extra precaution will hopefully assist students in not feeling vulnerable while at school. 

Making sure doors are locked, security cameras are operable, and protocols for entering the 

building are followed are imperative to safety.  

As we close out the 2021-2022 school year, I have some good-byes to share. As many of you might 

already know, Ms. Church, kindergarten teacher, will be retiring after 15 years of love and devotion 

to the children of Rodgers Forge.  She is heading to the land of sunshine in Florida.  We wish her 

much happiness!  Mr. Bill, lunchroom assistant, is also retiring. He has supported our students for 

ten years in the cafeteria and has loved being a part of our Rodgers Forge family! Another loss for 

RFES will be the transfer of two staff members to schools in Baltimore County that are closer to 

home.  Ms. Rossi is headed to Honeygo Elementary after 11 years at RFES.  During that time, she 

transitioned from kindergarten assistant to a kindergarten and 3rd grade teacher, before assuming 

her current role as special educator. Ms. House, school nurse, is leaving us for Sparks Elementary.  

Although only at RFES for 3 years, I don’t know what we would have done without her during the 

pandemic. She was a huge support through the ever-changing mitigation protocols, moving the 

health suite two times, testing for COVID, and distributing kits/masks. We appreciate how she 

cared for the health of our students every day, as if they were her own.  We will miss all of these 

amazing staff members that have touched the lives of many over the years.    

We would like to show our appreciation to our ROOM PARENTS that once again this year really 

took the lead in assisting teachers with communication and planning throughout the year. To 

express our gratitude, on Friday June 3rd we will have a special token of thanks that will be 

distributed after school in the bus loop during KONA Ice. We hope our Room Parents can join us!   

We would like to CONGRATULATE our amazing 5th graders. On June 16th we will celebrate the end 

of their elementary career. We will miss each of these amazing students and are looking forward to 

hearing wonderful things about them as they venture off to middle school.  

As the year comes to a close, I am not counting the days I have left at Rodgers Forge but trying to 

make everyday count.  From the bottom of my heart, it has been an honor and privilege to be your 

principal. Over the past ten+ years I have worked hard to make sure every decision was in the best 

interest of your children.  I wanted them to enjoy coming to school, learning, feeling safe and 

supported, having fun, and always remembering to….”BE KIND!” 

Thank you, Rodgers Forge, for the support and love over the years.  I will treasure every memory! 

Missy Fanshaw 
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Looking ahead to 2022-2023.   
 

Based on the projected enrollment for the upcoming school year, we will have three sections of homerooms in 

all grades, except 2nd grade will be reduced to two sections and 5th will go up to four.  The only grade that will 

departmentalize next year is 5th grade.  We are excited to welcome back Ms. Rosenberg to RFES next year 

who will be a part-time reduction teacher, that will assist students at the necessary grade level.  As we have 

learned over the years, things can change over the summer. Therefore, homeroom assignments will not be 

placed on the final report card.  This information will be shared over the summer. 

MISSING THE LAST DAY OF SCHOOL:  Report cards for those students absent on the last day of school, 

Thursday, June 16th, can be picked up in the front office over the summer. They will not be mailed home. 

YEARBOOKS:  The 2021-2022 Yearbook will be distributed in the fall.  Many thanks to Yearbook Advisors, 

Ms. Krafft and Ms. Piunti, along with PTA President, Mrs. Mumford, and the student Yearbook Crew that took 

pictures, did editing and layouts to put together memories of such an amazing year.  

We hope to invite 5th graders moving on to middle school next year back to RFES in the fall to receive their 

books at a special autograph session after school with teachers and fellow classmates.   

SCHOOL SUPPLIES: The school supply list can be found in your child’s report card envelope.  You are 

encouraged to order through 1st Day School Supplies at  

DEVICES: Students will keep their devices home over the summer if they continuing to stay at RFES or 

another Baltimore County Public School.  If moving, devices and chargers will be collected the last week of 

school.  

SUMMER HOURS: Rodgers Forge will be open throughout the summer months, with the exception of July 4th 

in recognition of Independence Day and July 19th for Primary Election Day. Office hours will be 8:00-3:30, 

Monday through Friday.  

SUMMER REGISTRATION:  If you have new neighbors moving in during the summer months, please encourage 

them to contact the school to register their child(ren) as soon as they possibly can!   

HAVE A SAFE, RESTFUL, AND FUN-FILLED SUMMER! 
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 I can hardly believe this school year is almost over! The past three years have been 
challenging for all of us. I am so grateful to the RFES community for your patience, kindness, 
and perseverance as we navigated through a global pandemic. It is with very bittersweet 
emotions that I will be leaving Rodgers Forge after this school year. I will be transferring to 
a school that is very close to my home in the Hereford Zone. Please know that I have loved 
and will cherish every minute of my time here with your amazing children. My sincere grati-
tude to each of you for your support of me. I will miss you very much and wish you and your 
families all the best!  

A few reminders… 

-Rising 6th graders were all mailed a packet with health forms that should be completed and 
sent to their middle school nurse.  

 -If you have an incoming Kindergarten student, current immunizations are a requirement to 
start school in the fall. Submit updated vaccine records to the main office as soon as    
possible.  Please contact me if you need help obtaining immunizations or have questions.  

-Medications currently held in the nurse's office must be picked up by the last day of school 
(June 16th).  Per BCPS, we are not able to store medication over the summer and anything 
not picked up, will be discarded. Please contact me to arrange a plan for pickup.   

-For COVID updates, see the CDC or BCPH websites:  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/
News/coronavirus.html  
 
-Don’t forget to practice water safety when splashing around this summer: 

Never leave a child unattended near water.  
Make sure your child knows how to swim. This won’t prevent children from drown-

ing, but it will decrease the risk.  
One of the best things for parents to do is learn CPR. If the unthinkable should 

happen, a quick response could make the difference in the outcome.  
Don’t forget sunscreen. Reapply if often, especially if kids are getting wet. Hats 

and sunglasses also provide needed protection.  
Kids should drink plenty of fluids while out in the sun to prevent dehydration.  

 
Wishing you all a fun and safe summer!  
 
Leah  
Leah House, RN      
lhouse@bcps.org  

From the Health Suite:  
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Virtue of the Month 

The virtue of the month for June will be service. “Service is giving to others, making a 

difference in their lives.  You consider their needs as important as your own.  Be helpful 

without waiting to be asked.  Do every job with excellence.  When you act with a spirit of 

service, you can change the world.” 

” You are practicing service when you:” 

• Want to make a difference in the world 

• Look for opportunities to be of service to others  

• Do thoughtful things to help your family and friends 

• Work with enthusiasm 

• Don’t wait to be asked when something needs doing 

• Do your part to care for the earth: recycle, reduce, re-use 

I can’t believe the school year is rapidly coming to a close!  

May was a busy month where students persevered through standardized testing and 

classwork. We also had several peacemakers recognized for the virtue of reliability.  In 

June, I will be working with our 5th graders on some more tips for transitioning to middle 

school.   

As always, I appreciate all of the support you have provided to the counseling program this 

year.  I look forward to your feedback and input as we work together for the best 

interests of the students at RFES.  Have a safe and happy summer!  

Here are some fun summer road trip games to play taken from the Scholastic article 

Creative Summer Learning Ideas By Samantha Cleaver: 

For grades K–3: 

Car bingo: Create a car bingo card with words, shapes, colors, and items that children will 

likely see during a trip (stop signs, billboards, railroad signs, etc.) to reinforce reading 

skills, math, and sight words. 

The number game: Look out the window and call out when you see one, two, three, or four 

of something, and so on. 
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The alphabet game: One person chooses the right side of the road, and the other chooses 

the left. Call out objects that you see in alphabetical order (you can use a sign only for one 

letter). The first person to get to the letter "z" wins. 

For grades 4–8: 

Capital game: Take note of each license plate you see, not by state, but by state capital. 

The first to correctly identify 10 state capitals wins. 

Animals galore: Decide on a number of points for each animal that you see (cow = 1 point, 

horse = 1 point, pig = 2 points, etc.). As you drive, add up the points. Play until one person 

gets 10 points, or for a set time. 

Math with license plates: Use the numbers on license plates to practice addition, 

subtraction, multiplication, and number patterns and see just how creative kids can get! 

See you in August! 

 

Lisa Ludwig, NCC 

School Counselor 

(Lludwig2@bcps.org 
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Get Ready for your Child’s 

Wonderful Art to come home this 

month! 

 

June is filled with the excitement of 

summer and Art Portfolio Day!  

Your child has had the opportunity 

to see his/her art on display in their 

school for friends, faculty, and 

family to enjoy!  Now it is coming 

home for your family to enjoy.  

Look forward to a white, plastic 

bag filled with your child’s art.  I 

hope everyone has a great summer! 

Ms. Kotapish 
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May Music Note  

 

May is a busy month in the music department!! 

Fifth graders are in final preparation for our spring concert which will 

be in person on May 17 at 6:30 pm. More information is found below. 

Third graders are moving right along in our Recorder Karate unit. 

We are excited to announce that we will have a live performance on 

June 7 here at school at 9:00 am. Students need to bring their 

recorders and music to every music class. Recorders are still available 

at the school store. 

Sing-cerely, 

Mrs. Tierney 

ltierney@bcps.org 

 

 

Rodgers Forge Elementary Fifth Grade presents: 
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What: FORWARD-our spring concert 

Who: All 5th graders-band, orchestra, and chorus 

When: May 17, 2022 @ 6:30 pm 

Where: Rodgers Forge Café 

Wear: White shirts and dark bottoms 

*Please limit your attendees to three 

Doors will open at 6.   

Performers should arrive at 6 and meet in the Rec Room. 
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Rodgers Forge Third Grade Presents: 

Recorder Karate Concert 

June 7, 2022 @ 9:00 am in the RFES Café  

Parents are invited to attend! More info to come. 

 

 

Remember to download the free Box Top app and scan your receipts. 

Thank you to everyone who downloaded the app and is scanning their 

receipts for Box Tops. They benefit our music department. 

 

Box Tops fund our music program!  

Please keep on scanning receipts for box tops. They do add up! 

 

 

Coming this summer for those currently in 5th grade  
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BCPS is hosting four Summer Music Camps that will be held from Monday, June 20, through 

Friday, June 24, from 9 a.m. – 1:50 p.m. at two locations. 

A band and ukulele program will be offered at Perry Hall High School, 4601 Ebenezer Rd., 

Baltimore 21136. 

A strings and chorus program will be presented at Dumbarton Middle School, 300 Dumbarton 

Rd., Baltimore 21212. 

  

Plans are being developed to create a performance opportunity, possibly on the evening of June 24. 

BCPS Summer Music Camp is open to BCPS students who are currently in Grades 5–12 and enrolled in 

their school’s music programs. The cost for the program is $125 per student, which includes a camp T-

shirt. Registration and payment are due no later than Friday, May 13. 

  

Transportation to and from camp locations will be provided at no additional charge to students who do 

not reside near the camp locations. Detailed bus transportation information will be provided in June, 

and pick-up locations are subject to change based on camp enrollment. 

  

Important Links: 

Summer Music Camp - 

https://dci.bcps.org/department/academics/career___technical_education_and_fine_arts/music_educa

tion/summer_music_camp 

Registration (must be completed by Fri. May 13th) - 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSclzCHJYxSrozOPja-

q2PxmoI1FoAOOJNxaoZvPtofQVSyGyQ/viewform 

Payment (must be made by Fri. May 13th) -  

https://osp.osmsinc.com/BaltimoreCountyMD/BVModules/ProductTemplates/Bvc2013/Product.aspx?p

roductid=EI821-13 
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June Library Update! 

SUMMER READING TIME!!!!! 

We are super excited for 

the BCPL Summer Read-

ing Challenge! 

 

June 21 through August 28 

The world is your oyster with this year's Summer Reading Challenge, Oceans of Possibili-
ties. Families can dive in and discover the possibilities of deep blue oceans at the library! 

Children of all ages can join the challenge and earn points by attending programs, reading 
books and completing fun activities. Earn 20 points to win a completion prize and enter our 

new Beanstack Prize Drawing!  

Learn about sea creatures, oceanography, boats, ships, local waterways and, of course, tak-
ing care of our planet and conserving water for the future. Program presenters include the 
National Aquarium, Eco Adventures, Science Guys of Baltimore and more! Find a complete 
list of our summer programs. 
Register and Play  

There are two ways to play. 

Play Online with Beanstack 

This interactive game board tracks your activity to earn badges for points. Pre-registration 
is available now, begin earning points on June 21.  

SIGN IN TO THE SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 
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 Complete a Paper Game Board 

Summer Reading Challenge game boards are available at branches beginning June 

21, in English or Spanish.  

Kickoff Event 

Saturday, June 18 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the North Point Branch 

Get excited for the start of summer reading with a fun day of performances, 

activities and giveaways. Pick up a Summer Reading Challenge game board so you 

can have fun and learn all summer long! 

Prizes and Drawings 

Completion Prizes  

Complete the challenge by earning 20 points on Beanstack or paper to win a prize. 

• Squeezy fish 

• Jellyfish yo-yo 

• Library sling pack book bag 

• Book of your choice 

Visit any branch by Saturday, August 27 to pick up your completion prize. If you 

played on a paper game board, bring your completed game board with you. All 

Summer Reading Challenge completers will also be entered into a branch drawing 

to win a $100 Visa gift card. 

New—Beanstack Prize Drawing 

Complete the Summer Reading Challenge on Beanstack to earn five virtual tickets 

for the Beanstack Prize Drawing! Prizes include family memberships to the 

Maryland Science Center, Maryland Zoo, Port Discovery Children’s Museum, tickets 

to the National Aquarium or a Nintendo Switch. Choose which prizes your virtual 

tickets will go toward on Beanstack. 

Drawings take place on Monday, August 29. Winners are contacted by phone or 

email by Friday, September 2 and will be asked which branch they would like to 

pick up their prize from. Please be sure to provide an email address or phone 

number when registering on Beanstack. 
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Oceans of Possibilities T-Shirts  

Your commemorative Summer Reading Challenge T-shirt is available for purchase 

in branches while supplies last. Proceeds benefit the Summer Reading Challenge. 

The cost is $7.50 for kids and $8.75 for adults (tax included). 

Take-Home Craft Kits 

Stop by any branch to pick up a summer reading Take-Home Craft Kit. Kits are given 

out on the following dates on a first-come, first-served basis to customers by 

request. Kits cannot be reserved ahead of time. 

• Wednesday, June 8—Sneak a Peek Into Summer Reading—Fish Suncatcher 

• Friday, July—Ocean Animals—Pipe Cleaner Coral Reef 

• Monday, August 1—Ocean Conservation—Recycled Artwork 

Summer Meals 

Tuesday, June 21 to Tuesday, August 23 

Meals are served Monday through Friday, except Monday, July 4. Provided by Good 

Harvest at these branches: 

• Arbutus—Noon 

• Essex—Noon 

• Lansdowne—12:30 p.m. 

• Loch Raven—12:30 p.m. 

• North Point—12:30 p.m. 

• Randallstown—Noon 

• Reisterstown—Noon 

• Rosedale—Noon 

• White Marsh—Noon 

• Woodlawn—12:30 p.m. 
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Important note: The lunch program is for youth 18 years old and under. Children 

under 8 must be accompanied by an adult. The lunch program cannot 

accommodate groups such as camps, childcare centers, etc. 

Book Fair Wrap-Up! 

 
Dear Parents and Families: 
 

We want to thank you for helping us to raise critical funds for our 
school with our Scholastic Book Fair, which took place from 
Monday, May 9th through Friday, May 13th. 25% of all sales go 
directly to the book budget for the Rodgers Forge Library!! We 
earned over $2,000 which will go directly to next Fall’s library book 
order! 
 

Thanks so much to all of our volunteers who 

helped to make the 2022 Spring Scholastic 

Book Fair a true success!!!! 

 

Thank You Thank You Thank You! 
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June 21 through August 28 

The world is your oyster with this year's Summer Reading Challenge, Oceans of 

Possibilities. Families can dive in and discover the possibilities of deep blue oceans 

at the library! Children of all ages can join the challenge and earn points by 

attending programs, reading books and completing fun activities. Earn 20 points to 

win a completion prize and enter our new Beanstack Prize Drawing!  

Learn about sea creatures, oceanography, boats, ships, local waterways and, of 

course, taking care of our planet and conserving water for the future. Program 

presenters include the National Aquarium, Eco Adventures, Science Guys of 

Baltimore and more! Find a complete list of our summer programs. 

 

Register and Play  

There are two ways to play. 

Play Online with Beanstack 

This interactive game board tracks your activity to earn badges for points. Pre-

registration is available now, begin earning points on June 21.  

SIGN IN TO THE SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 

Complete a Paper Game Board 

Summer Reading Challenge game boards are available at branches beginning June 

21, in English or Spanish.  

Kickoff Event 

Saturday, June 18 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the North Point Branch 

Get excited for the start of summer reading with a fun day of performances, 

activities and giveaways. Pick up a Summer Reading Challenge game board so you 

can have fun and learn all summer long! 
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Prizes and Drawings 

Completion Prizes  
Complete the challenge by earning 20 points on Beanstack or paper to win a prize. 

• Squeezy fish 

• Jellyfish yo-yo 

• Library sling pack book bag 

• Book of your choice 

Visit any branch by Saturday, August 27 to pick up your completion prize. If you 

played on a paper game board, bring your completed game board with you. All 

Summer Reading Challenge completers will also be entered into a branch drawing 

to win a $100 Visa gift card. 

New—Beanstack Prize Drawing 

Complete the Summer Reading Challenge on Beanstack to earn five virtual tickets 

for the Beanstack Prize Drawing! Prizes include family memberships to the 

Maryland Science Center, Maryland Zoo, Port Discovery Children’s Museum, tickets 

to the National Aquarium or a Nintendo Switch. Choose which prizes your virtual 

tickets will go toward on Beanstack. 

Drawings take place on Monday, August 29. Winners are contacted by phone or 

email by Friday, September 2 and will be asked which branch they would like to 

pick up their prize from. Please be sure to provide an email address or phone 

number when registering on Beanstack. 
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Oceans of Possibilities T-Shirts 

 
Your commemorative Summer Reading Challenge T-shirt is available for purchase 

in branches while supplies last. Proceeds benefit the Summer Reading Challenge. 

The cost is $7.50 for kids and $8.75 for adults (tax included). 

Take-Home Craft Kits 

Stop by any branch to pick up a summer reading Take-Home Craft Kit. Kits are given 

out on the following dates on a first-come, first-served basis to customers by 

request. Kits cannot be reserved ahead of time. 

• Wednesday, June 8—Sneak a Peek Into Summer Reading—Fish Suncatcher 

• Friday, July—Ocean Animals—Pipe Cleaner Coral Reef 

• Monday, August 1—Ocean Conservation—Recycled Artwork 

Summer Meals 

Tuesday, June 21 to Tuesday, August 23 

Meals are served Monday through Friday, except Monday, July 4. Provided by Good 

Harvest at these branches: 

• Arbutus—Noon 

• Essex—Noon 

• Lansdowne—12:30 p.m. 

• Loch Raven—12:30 p.m. 

• North Point—12:30 p.m. 

• Randallstown—Noon 

• Reisterstown—Noon 

• Rosedale—Noon 

• White Marsh—Noon 
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Important note: The lunch program is for youth 18 years old and under. Children 

under 8 must be accompanied by an adult. The lunch program cannot 

accommodate groups such as camps, childcare centers, etc. 

 

I want to close by saying thanks to all of you who have 

helped to make the library program a true success story. 

That story can’t happen without you supporting your 

students at home, helping them to remember their library 

books, and reinforcing the joy of exploring great stories and 

valuable research. I am grateful to you beyond words! 

Here’s hoping that you have a wonderful summer, enjoy lots 

of family time, and join the summer reading challenge at 

BCPL! See you next year!!! 


